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The River Main and the European Central Bank



A european City, but diverse building typologies and urban patterns



Diverse Parks in the City & Cultural Landscapes nearby



Our interdisciplinary faculties

Faculty 1
Architecture  
Civil Engineering, Geoma-
tics
2.700 Students / 67 Professors
17 Programmes

Faculty 2
Computer Science  
and Engineering
5.800 Students / 76 Professors
20 Programmes

Faculty 3
Business and Law  

3.200 Students / 67 Professors
18 Programmes

Faculty 4
Social Work and Health 

3.600 Students / 80 Professors
16 Programmes

3 Teaching Units
• Architecture
• Civil Engineering
• Geomatics



Where to study Urban Planning & Advanced Architecture 
Faculty 1 Architecture Civil Engineering Geomatics

Environment  
& Infrastructure (B.Eng.)

Urban Plannning
(B.Eng.)

Architecture
 (B.A.)

Advanced 
Architecture (M.Sc.) 
(engl.)

Architecture 
(M.Sc.)

Inclusive Design 
(M.Sc.)

Urban Agglomerations 
(M.Sc.) (engl.)

Environmental Ma-
nagement and Urban 
Planning in Metrop. 
Areas (UMSB) (M.Eng.)

Sustainable Structures 
(M.Eng.)

Infrastructure - Water 
and Transport(M.Eng.)

Sustainable Mobility 
(M.Eng.)

Teaching Unit Architecture

Bachelor

Master

Teaching Unit Civil Engineering 

jd

jd
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including public transport
regional and city in Germany

in total / semester

Semester fee: 337,18 € 
(new students: 347,18 €)



Urban planning: Levels of planning

Europe - European Community (EC)
Nation - Federal Republic
State
Region

Municipalty

District

Neighbourhood

Site / Block

building

/ local community 

/ local government 

 / living environment

/ Individual

Local Planning Autonomy
Preparatory Land-Use Plan

Binding Land-Use Plan

Framework planning

Spatial Development Programmes

Regional Planning

 Participation



Semester 6
Bachelor thesis with colloquium
15 CP

Specialisation  
Urban space & urban fabric 
5 CP

Specialisation  
Urban research
5 CP

Specialisation  
Theory and history
5 CP 30 CP

Semester 5

Study Project  4 ‚ 
- City and Region 
10 CP

Special Areas of  
Urban Planning 2 
/ or other elective
5 CP (possible in Engl.)

Sustainability, ecology 
and urban climate
5 CP (partly in Engl.)

Spatial planning and  
regional development
5 CP

Interdisciplinary  
general studies
5 CP 30 CP

Semester 4

Study Project 3  
- International Project 
10 CP (possible in Engl.)

Special Areas of  
Urban Planning 1 
/ or other elective
5 CP (possible in Engl.)

Networked  
transport planning
5 CP

Planning methods,  
participation processes 
and moderation
5 CP

Urban Economics and 
Land Readjustmen
5 CP (partly in Engl.) 30 CP

Semester 3

Studienprojekt 2  
- Urban Design
10 CP

Theory of the city 
5 CP

Housing 
5 CP

Urban land-use planning
5 CP

Energy 
5 CP 30 CP

Semester 2

Studienprojekt 1 
- Neighbourhood, open space, mobility
10 CP

Urban design and  
Public space
5 CP

Basics of 
Building theory
5 CP

Introduction to the legal 
instruments of  
urban planning
5 CP

Visualisation tools 
5 CP 30 CP

Semester 1

Basics of 
Urban design
5 CP

Basics of 
Open space & climate
5 CP

Basics of 
Social sciences
5 CP

Basics of 
Transport
5 CP

Basics of 
Urban planning 
5 CP

 
Geodata management 
5 CP 30 CP

Modules in English



A unique focus on sustainabilty: Urban Ecology  >  socio-ecological Transformation 



//  3Prof. Dr. Jan Dieterle  //  Fachgebiet Nachhaltige Freiraum- und Stadtgestaltung  

• Timo von Wirth
„Socio-economic transformation with a focus on sustainable mobility in urban regions“- FB3

• Caroline Schmitt
„Ecosocial Work and Care“ - FB4

• Jan Dieterle
„Sustainable Open Space and Urban Design“ - FB 1

• Bhavin Kapadia
„Sustainable and Modern Engines/Mobility“ - FB2

Sustainability in a team: local action in in a planetary context
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The Spacecraft Earth has no emergency exit. 
(Paul Crutzen, Mike Davis, Michael D. Mastrandrea, Stephen H. Schneider, Peter Sloterdijk 2011)

Definition of a „safe operating space for humanity“:
Planetary Boundaries
(Stockholm Resilience Centre - Rockström et al 2009)
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multiple crises and little space to manoeuvre:
It is about the transformation of our environments
„Finding new ways to inhabit the earth is our greatest challenge.“ (Bruno Latour 2017: Down to earth)

Alexandra Arènes: The Thickness of the Critical Zone at the Planetary Scale, 2019  
© Alexandra Arènes  https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/events/resonances-iv-sciart-summer-school-2022-06-20_en
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meet the needs of all within the means of the planet
A ecologically safe & socially just operating space

(Visualisierung des Doughnutmodells von Kate Raworth  - vgl. Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doughnut_(economic_model)  / CC-BY-SA-4.0 )

shortfall Overshooting

ecological ceiling
>> nine planetary boundaries
(Stockholm Resilience Centre)

social foundation 
>> minimum social standards and access to basic infrastructurfor all
(related to SDGs)

functional

Freshwater change

blue 
water

green
water

Biosphere integrity

Land-system change

Co² 
concentration

Radiative 
forcing

Climate Change Novel entities

Ozone depletion

Aerosol loading

Ocean acidification

genetic

Biogeochemical flows

Phosphorus Nitrogen
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Transformation: active & productive spaces 
safe, just and liveable for all!

(©Jan Dieterle)

• Climate and water are common resources
• Include all surfaces
• Design multi-layered transition zones

• Care for common goods
• Inclusive planning for humans and non-humans
• Co-production for ownership and participation 



Studying urban planning: Projects

Urban pattern and Typology Open Spaces Programme



Studying urban planning: Projects



Studying urban planning: Lectures + exercises 



Studying urban planning: Seminares



Studying urban planning: Thesis



Studying urban planning: Excursions



Studying urban planning: Experiment - Draw - Build - Discuss- Present



Studying urban planning: Experiment - Draw - Build - Discuss- Present



Cooperation in Frankfurt: urban planning in dialogue on site



www.frankfurt-university.de/en/stadtplanung 
jan.dieterle@fb1.fra-uas.de



Life in Frankfurt 



Research  - e.g

Postwar-modernism
Reworking mass housing
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